
“The Mannequin is Me”

Figures, Forms and Relationships
OBJECTIVES

Consider some simple, yet elegant objects such as the mannequin, wooden eggs, doll parts, simple wooden toys, shoe forms etc. Ideally at least one of the forms should have personal meaning to you (beyond sentimentality) and reflect some aspect of your personality (think autobiographical).  Use these forms to create a dynamic composition, that is visually engaging and suggests a narrative (be a storyteller). 

· THE SET UP ~ Select and arrange the objects into an engaging still life composition, one which allows you a clear and visually interesting view of the forms you have carefully chosen.  Your still life arrangement should consider the poses of objects and the suggested relationships among the forms. Try to create a narrative through composition and cropping. 

· THE LIGHTING ~ Dramatic and direct lighting is crucial.  
· THE SKETCHES ~ Take digital pictures of your set-up with the dramatic lighting to help you compose and to use as a reference.  Be aware of the background.  Do some practice sketching of the forms in your sketchbook.

· THE DRAWING - Develop your final composition into a dramatic and powerful study, which effectively employs the following elements of art and principles of design:

· Value

· Form


Study the RELATIONSHIPS inherent 

· Proportion

in your composition… the values, 

· Balance

proportions, negative/positive space.

· MEDIA OPTIONS

· Charcoal on toned paper

· Conté on toned paper
· Graphite (with instructors permission only)
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	 20 pts.
	FIGURES, FORMS, RELATIONSHIPS

Evaluation Criteria

	
	COMPOSITION is dynamic, and features a balance of negative and positive space.  The entire page is considered and resolved.

	
	NARRATIVE has been successfully suggested and is visually and artistically engaging and enigmatic.  Artist has successfully created a personal narrative .  

	
	TECHNIQUE – Drawing reveals effective employment of chosen medium, and personal technical growth. 

	
	VALUE / FORM - Value range is broad and reveals a full range of dramatic lights and darks. Forms have been rendered effectively from careful observation to appear proportional and three-dimensional.

	
	CRAFTSMANSHIP -  Drawing is well crafted, and executed with care and attention to details. It is signed,  finished and submitted on time.

	
	100 Total Points

	Comments:




